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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the Notice of Allow^ance and Allowability mailed 
December 29, 2004, indicating that claims 1-48 are allov^ed. The issue fee is being paid 
concurrently herewith. Applicant respectfully submits the comments below to clarify for the 
record the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance. 

The Examiner has stated that 

[t]he present invention relates to forming a reduced pin media independent 
interface. The unique method steps including forming encoding and decoding a 
transmit control signal comprising '' a transmit enable signal in one half of a cycle 
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of the clock signal and a transmit error signal in the other half (claims L 20, 28, 
47, 55, 69, 82, 95, 96, 114, 119, 129, 134, 139 and 140), also, forming encoding 
and decoding a receive control signal comprising in one half of a cycle of the 
clock signal a receive data valid signal or a carrier sense signal, and in other half 
of the cycle of the clock signal, a receiver error signal" (claims 6, 15, 33, 42, 60, 
74, 87, 109 and 124) . The closest prior art, Runaldue et al. (US 6,108,726) and 
RMII Specification Rev. 1 .2 (pp 1-14) are in the same field of endeavor but fail to 
disclose the above underlined unique method steps and render the claims 
allowable. [Notice of Allowability, page 2 (emphasis in original)] 

While at least some of the claims of the present application are allowable for the reasons 

specified by the Examiner, Applicant respectfully notes that each claim must be analyzed for 

patentability on its own merits. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that each of claims 

1-48 is patentable over the prior art of record for at least the reasons presented by the Examiner 

and previously by the Applicant during the prosecution of the present application. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding these comments or the application in 

general, the Examiner is urged to contact the Applicant's attomey, Eric B. Janofsky, by 

telephone at (408) 222-9071. All correspondence should continue to be directed to the address 

given below. 



Marvell Semiconductor Inc. 
700 First Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA 94089 
Phone: (408)222-9071 
Facsimile No.: (408) 752-9034 
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